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SOME TERMS OF LАNGUАGE АCQUISITIОN (BILINGUАLISM, MULTILIN GUАLISM АND
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Abstract
In the mоdern svciety mаjоrity оf  peоple try to bernme pmficient in тоre lаnguаges thаn their nаtive. РаШсиаПу, 
the pоpulаtiоn w ^  live in the sоciety where e r n ^ m ^ , pоliticаl аnd cultuml ^ m e ^ to n s  with о ^ г  nаtiоns аЫ  
m un^ies аre devetoped. Thereаfter it is nоrmаl to аcquire severаl lаnguаges аt the sаme time. On discussing the 
аcquisitiоn оf  lаnguаges it s ^ u ld  be c ^ r l y  defined linguistic terms relаted to this pаrt о f  linguistics. While the 
term bilinguаlism is used to describe а persоn w ^  uses twо lаnguаges to cоmmunicаte, о ^ г  terms like 
multilinguаlism аnd plurilinguаlism а к  used to describe а п о Ы о п  о f  persоn о г  im m un ity  whо speаk severаl 
lаnguаges. Whаt is the difference between these twо units о f  linguistics? In this аrticle it is given the exаct definitton 
о f  these аnd о ^ г  terms relаted to аcquisitiоn о f  lаnguаge.
Key words: mоnоlinguаlism, bilinguаlism, multilinguаlism, plurilinguаlism, first language, native language, mоther 
tongue, оfficiаl lаnguаge, cоmmunicаtiоn, sоciety.

ТИЛ ЭГАЛЛАШНИНГ АЙРИМ ТЕРМИНЛАРИ (БИЛИНГВИЗМ, МУЛЬТИЛИНВИЗМ ВА
ПЛЮРИЛИНГВИЗМ)

Аннотация
Тил миллатнинг маданий меъроси уисобланади. Хар бир халц, хар бир миллат уз она тилини чуцур урганиш 
ва кейинги авлодга меърос цолдириш учун уаракат цилади. Шу билан бир цаторда, бошца халцлар 
тилларини, яъни, сиёсий, ицтисодий ва маданий боглиц булган халцлар тилларини урганишга ва бир 
пайтнинг узида бир нечта тилни билишга харакат цилади. Мазкур мацолада айнан замонавий 
тилшуносликда ишлатиладиган баъзи бир терминлар, яъни, билингуализм, мультилингуализм ва 
плурилингуализм атамалари олимлар фикрлари мисолида таулил цилинган. Билингуализм илмий атамаси 
тилшуносликда бир пайтнинг узида иккита тилни билиш даражасини билдирса, мультилингуализм ва 
плурилингуализм атамалари эса бирон бир шахс ёки миллатнинг бир пайтнинг узида бир нечта тилни, яъни 
уч ва ундан ортиц тилларни билишини курсатади. Замонавий тилшуносликда мультилингуализм ва 
плурилингуализм атамалари маъно жиуатдан бир-бирига жуда яцин булганлиги сабабли куп баус ва 
мунозараларга сабаб булмоцда. Бу мацолада ушбу терминларнинг бир-биридан фарци олимлар фикрлари 
мисолида таулил цилинган.
Калит сузлар: монолингуализм, билингуализм, мультилингуализм, плурилингуализм, она тили, расмий тил, 
мулоцат, жамият

НЕКОТОРЫЕ ТЕРМИНЫ ОВЛАДЕНИЯ ЯЗЫКОМ (БИЛИНГВИЗМ, МУЛЬТИЛИНВИЗМ И
ПЛЮРИЛИНГВИЗМ)

Аннотация
Язык является культурным наследием нации. Каждый народ старается глубоко изучить свой родной язык 
и оставить в наследство следующему поколению. Вместе с этим старается изучить наряду со своим 
языком, языки народов близких по культуре, политике, экономике и одновременно языки других 
народностей. В этой статье был проанализированы термины, такие как билингуализм, мультилингуализм, 
плурилингуализм, которые используются в современном языковедении. В языковедении термин 
билингуализм означает знание одновременно двух языков, а мультилингуализм и плурилингуализм 
показывает знание одним человеком или народом нескольких языков, т.е. трех и более. В современном 
языковедении возникает много споров и обсуждений по поводу близких по значению терминов 
мультилингуализм и плурилингуализм. В этой статье проанализированы различие вышеуказанных терминов 
на основании идей ученых.
Ключевые слова: монолингуализм, билингуализм, мультилингуализм, плурилингуализм, родной язык, 
официальный язык, общение, общество.

INTRODUCTION. Nоwаdаys in the mоdem тоге lаnguаges to n  their mtive. S tab ly , the 
sоciety mаjоrity оf реор1е try to Ьесоте proficient in рориМюп wto live in the sоciety where есопошк,
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роШса1 and cultural соппесйош with оther nаtiоns аnd 
соийпе8 аге deve1оped. Thereafter it is погта1 tо 
аcquire seveга1 languages аt the sаme time. Оп 
discussing the аcquisitiоn оf languages it shоu1d be 
clearly defined linguistic terms related tо this part оf 
linguistics.

This article is devоted tо the analysis оf sоme 
terms оf language аcquisitiоn, nаme1y, bilingualism, 
mu1ti1inguа1ism, plurilingualism аnd etc.

During the last yeагs, interest in multilingualism 
has incгeаsed гаpid1y in mоdem sоciety. Cenоz аnd 
Genesse emphasized that mu1ti1inguа1s pоssess “а larger 
linguistic repertoire to n  mоnо1inguа1s but usually the 
sаme гаnge оf situattons in which tо use t o t  гepeгtоiгe” 
[1], resulting in mu1ti1inguа1s having mогe “specific 
distгibutiоns оf functiоns and uses fог eаch оf their 
1аnguаges” [1].

What is monolingualism? “Monoglottism or, 
more commonly, monolingualism is the condition of 
being able to speak only a single language”. [6] 
Monolingualism usually related to first language, 
monolingual is a person who knows only his first 
language. “First language - this is а term used to 
describe the first 1аnguаge to which the 1eаrner is 
expоsed. This m y  be different from the tome 
1аnguаge.” [4] Ноme language is most commonly 
spoken by the members of a family for everyday 
interactions at home. Fаmily lаnguаge -  children’s 
mоther tongue, first language tome 1аnguаge, аncestrа1 
аnd/оr heritage 1аnguаge [3] “М о^ег tongue is а term 
ако used to describe the 1eаmer’s first 1аnguаge and is 
оййп used in referring to the 1аnguаge оf the tome” 
describes Ch. Franson. “̂ U v e  speаker is used to 
describe а p e ^ n  wto speаks the designated 1аnguаge 
as their first 1аnguаge” [4] Also, “СоттипНу lаnguаge
-  all languages used in broader sоciа1 spheres (e.g. 
educatton settings, schоо1s, institutiоns, TOmmumty 
оrganisatiоns)” [3] encompasses all terms pointed 
above.

In community language we can add other units of 
linguistics like bilingualism, multilingualism and 
plurilingualism. These terms also related to the language 
of community.

Leonard Bloomfield in his book “Language” 
describes bilingualism as “native-like control of two 
languages” [9] Carolina Cabezas-Benalcazar in her 
article named “Enacting bilingualism, multilingualism 
and language learning in the early years” states that 
“ВИ ^иаШ т  -  an individual’s ability to use twо ог 
mоre languages.” [3] This term is widely defined by the 
words of Charlotte Franson: “This term is used to 
describe a learner wto uses twо ог mоre languages to 
cоmmunicate. There are vartous interpretattons with 
regard to attitude, proficiency and use” states Ch. 
Franson. She describes the term widely: “BШnguаlism 
is the ability to use twо languages. №wever, defining 
bilingualism is problematic since individuals with 
varying bilingual characteristics may be classified as 
bilingual. Definittons оf bilingualism range from a 
minimal proficiency in twо languages, to an advanced 
level оf proficiency which altows the speaker to 
functton and appear as a native-like speaker оf twо

languages. А p e ^ n  may describe themselves as 
bilingual but may mean о п 1 у  the ability to TOnverse and 
cоmmunicate огаНу. Оthers may be proficient in 
reading in twо о г  mоre languages ( о г  bi-litemte). А 
p e ^ n  may be bilingual by virtue оf having grown up 
learning and using twо languages simu1taneоus1y 
(simultаneоus bilinguаlism). Ог they may be^m e 
bilingual by learning a se^nd language sоmetime after 
their first language. This is krnwn as sequentiаl 
bШnguаlism. ^  be ЬИ ^иа1  means different things to 
different peоp1e.” [4] In the society where live various 
bilinguals may easily cause to turn to multilingual one.

Many sоcieties today are discussing the place 
that different languages stould have in their system. А 
multilingual system wants every language to have its 
place in sоciety, regardless оf whether these are 
regtonal, nattonal, heritage ог foreign languages [7] “In 
a true multilingual system, all languages can have their 
legitimate place: mоther tongues, languages оf regtonal, 
nattonal and wider cоmmunicatiоn. English and all 
о ^ г  wоr1d languages can play their role; they can be 
healer languages and m t ‘killer languages’” [9]

MuUiUnguаUsm -  a sоcieta1 practice оf multiple 
languages within a group, rom m ra^, regton ог 
roundy. [3;9] emphasizes Carolina Cabezas-Benalcazar.

МиШ1^иа1 - this term is used to describe 
^ntexts, such as urban schоо1s, where there are 
speakers оf many different languages. It is sоmetimes 
used to describe a p e ^ n  wto speaks several languages 
but is increasingly being replaced with plurilingual. 
PlurШnguаl - this term is increasingly being used to 
describe speakers оf mоre than twо languages. 
Multilingual is still used to refer to entities such as 
sоciety, cities ог schоо1s. [4]

The pо1itica1 history оf the 19th and 20th 
centuries and the ideо1оgy оf tone state -  ош natton -  
ош language’ have given rise to the idea that 
mоnо1ingua1ism has always been the default ог ram al 
case in Europe and mоre ог less a p ro^^ itton  for 
pо1itica1 toyalty. Facing this situatton, it has been 
оver1ооked that the vast majогity оf the wоr1d’s 
pоpu1atiоn -  in whatever form ог шМШош -  is 
multilingual. [10] Definittons оf what тШШ^иаШт 
and plurilinguаlism demte are m t clear-cut; discusstons 
нЬоШ: these definittons are still gоing о п . Therefore 
readers may find very different ideas нЬоШ: the term 
“multilingualism”. The ^ u n ti l  оf Europe and the 
ECML have decided to use the foltowing distinctton 
between the terms “plurilingualism” and 
“multilingualism”. While plurilingualism is the 
^mpetence оf an individual being able to use different 
languages, multilingualism is a feature оf sоcieties with 
members speaking different languages. “This leads to 
the distinctton between plurilingualism as a speaker’s 
^mpetence (being able to use mоre than ош language) 
and multilingualism as the presence оf languages in a 
given geоgraphica1 area: there is a shift, therefore, from 
a perspective focusing оп languages (a state may be 
referred to as mоnо1ingua1 ог multilingual) to ош that 
focuses оп speakers” [5].

PlurШnguаlism as a ^mpetence оf speakers 
focuses оп a slightly different aspect than
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multilinguаlism. It is pоssiЫe to have а multilingual 
sоciety withоut having plurilingual inhаbitаnts, аs а 
sоciety cаn incоrpоrаte а со-existence оf different 
lаnguаges. The Cоuncil оf Europe and hence the ECML 
seeks to increаse the plurilingualism оf citizens in 
cоuntries with vаrying degrees оf multilingualism. In 
recent years, the cоncept оf plurilingualism hаs grоwn 
in impоrtаnce in the ^ u n ti l  оf Eurоpe,s аpprоаch tо 
lаnguаge leаrning. Plurilinguаlism differs from 
multilinguаlism, which is the krnwledge оf а number оf 
lаnguаges, ог the cо-existence оf different lаnguаges in 
а given sоciety. Multilinguаlism mаy be аttаined by 
simply diversifying the lаnguаges оп оffer in а 
particular schооl ог educаtiоnаl system, ог by 
en^m ^ing  pupils tо к а т  mоre than оne foreign 
lаnguаge, ог reducing the dоminаnt pоsitiоn оf English 
in intemаtiоnаl cоmmunicаtiоn [11]

It is nоt оп1у migrаtiоn thаt leаds tо linguistic 
diversificаtiоn in mаny cоuntries. Cоuntries mаy have 
linguistic minоrities wto hаve been living in а 
particular regiоn for many, many years, and whо fоrm а 
reg^nal mаjоrity. Plurilingualism wаnts to о!Егг 
educаtiоnаl оppоrtuпities tо manage different lаnguаges 
and linguistic varieties аnd give them а place tо further 
develоp. The plurilingual perspective mаy prоvide 
sоme answers tо such prоblems: it recоgпises аnd 
аccepts the diversity оf а11 speakers; а principle оf 
plurilinguаl educаtiоn is that the management оf 
plurilinguаl repertоires and their develоpment shоuld 
be differentiated. Techniques аre аvаilаble fоr 
estаblishing wаys оf teаching linguistic vrneties which 
are по: а matter оf exclusive chоices, but cаn be 
mоdulаted (оver time, for exаmple) and аre therefore 
negоtiаble. Frоm this pоint оf view, plurilinguаlism cаn 
enаble bоth ш а р п ^  аnd minоrities to hаve а better 
understanding оf the nature оf their relаtiоnships and оf 
their оwn аspirаtiопs [12]. Аs stаted by the Cоuncil оf 
Eurоpe,s Lаnguаge Pоlicy Divisiоn, а11 speakers’ 
lаnguаge skills shоuld be devetoped, regаrdless оf 
whether they аге speakers оf а mаjоrity ог а minоrity 
lаnguаge.

An о/ А ^ 1 lаnguаge is а linguistic vаriety which 
has the role, sandtoned by the Cоnstitutiоn ог о ^ г  
legаl instruments, оf lаnguаge оf cоmшuпicаtiоn 
between stаte and citizens (gоvemшent depаrtments, 
the judiciаl system, schооls, etc.). In пайопа1 stаtes the 
о!Еаа1 lаnguаge шву becоme а fаctоr оf identity, i.e. 
оf belоnging to a nattonal cошшuпity. The term 
nаtiоnаl lаnguаge is, therefore, far шогс emоtiоnally 
charged than ойюа1 language [5]. The term nаtiоnаl 
lаnguаges ^nveys пайопа1 emоtiоns that are rооted in 
the histоry оf the cоuntгy. If this nattonal background is 
по: to be focused оп, the term оfflciаl lаnguаges can be 
used [7] This suppоses that in private cошшuпicatiоn 
citizens may use any linguistic varieties.

^ m a lly , the existence оf ош ог шогс nattonal 
or о!Еаа1 languages dоes по: prevent peоple frоm 
using any о ^ г  language in private TOntexts, althоugh it 
can happen that the state wants to enforce the use оf the 
natfonal language. “№йопа1 language dоes по: 
^m ad e  with citizenship, even if sоme knоwledge оf 
the о!Еаа1 variety is expected ог required оf thоse 
applying fоr citizenship” [5;52]. The cоппectiоn 
between citizenship and nattonal language is widely 
discussed in many European ^untiies. Sоme ^untiies 
nоw actively require the applicants for citizenship to 
prove that they have reached a certain language level in 
the пайопа1 language.

CONCLUSION. Baker states that “a language 
d ^ rc e d  from a culture is like a bоdy witto^: a sоul” 
and suggests the impоrtance оf learning нЬо̂ : the 
cultures assоciated with different languages [2]. 
However, society is monolingual, bi- or multilingual its 
language(s) and culture should be learned by others.

Having based on the literatures on language 
acquisition, the terms like bi-, multi-, plurilingualism 
and etc. have been analyzed and given varieties of 
defenitions by researchers. There distinguished the term 
plurilingualism out of multilingualism as the word 
plurilingual is basically related to an identity and 
multilingual is mostly describes a society.
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