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OTanbl JOPMUPOBaHUSA KbIPTbI3CKOr0 HapoAa M MHOXECTBO
BOMPOCOB €ro 3THOreHe3a 1 3THNYEeCKOW UCTOPUN OCTa-
HOTCA Hepa3paboTaHHbIMU U CMIOPHbIMU. Cpean NpUYnH
MOXXHO Ha3BaTb OTCYTCTBME KOMIJIEKCHOI O MCMOJ1b30BaHA
pasNUyHbIX NCTOYHUKOB. OAVH U3 HUX AaBHO XAET CBOUX
nccneposaresneii — 3710 boraTelillee yCTHOe Hacneaue He
TO/IbKO KbIPrbI30B, HO M TEX HAPOA0B, C KOTOPbLIMW OHWU
HaxXo4UNNCb B 3STHNYECKUX U KY/IbTYPHbIX CBA3SX.

OTHUYECKMI COCTaB KbIPTbI3CKOr0 HApoAa JOBO/IbHO CNOX-
HbIA N TPebyeTyrny61eHHOr0 U3yUYeHNs, XOTAYXKe celiuac MOXK-
HO FOBOPUTb 0 KXKHO-CUBUPCKNX UCTOKAX 3THOKY/IbTYPHOW
NCTOPWUU KbIPrbi30B. JaHHas cTaTbs aHa/IM3npyeT INLLb JIereH-
[bl VI NpefaHns KbIprbi30B, ObITYHOLLME U celivacy HapoaoB Cu-
6vpn. VIMeHHO TaM, a Takke Ha TopHOM AfTae 1 B psifie ApyTrux
mecT LleHTpanbHOM A31K, B aN0OXY PEBHOCTU 1 CPeAHEBEKOBbLS
0CTaBNsA Cefbl KbIPrbI3CKWM 3THOC, yYacTye KOTOpPOoro B hop-
MUPOBaHM COBPEMEHHOTO KbIPrbI3CKOr0 HapoJa He Bbl3biBaeT
COMHeHWI. be3ycnoBHoO, K aTOMy BUAY UCTOYHMKOB criesyeT
NOAXOAUTb KPUTUYECKU, XOTS Bbl MOTOMY, YTO BCE OHU OblN
CO3/aHbl B pa3HOe BPEMS U Ha pa3HbIX Tepputopmax. Hecmo-
TPS Ha 31O, BYCTHOM TBOpPYeCTBe Hapoaos CasaHo-AsTas npu
TLaTeNbHOM M KB/IM(ULMPOBAHHOM PACCMOTPEHUN MOXKHO
HaliT1 HEMaI0 06LLErO C KbIPTbI3CKMM (hO/TbK/TOPOM.

30ecb HeT HE0BXOAMMOCTY NPUBOAUTL BCe NIereH bl 1 rnpe-
[aHnsAXaKacoB 0 Hapoge «KbIprbi3». OHU B CBOE BPeMS Bbln
3ancaHbl NepBbIM XaKaCcCKMUM Y4YeHbIM, BbI4AIOLLNMCA THOP-
konorom H. ®. KataHoBbIM. B nocnegHee BpeMsi nogo6HOro
pofanereHgam v npefaHuaM 60/bLUYHO POSb NPUAAET 3THO-
rpag B.A. ByTaHaeB, KOTOpbI U34an y>ke HeMano TEKCTOB
XaKacckux nereHz,. [JBe 13 HUX Tak U Ha3blBarOTCA — «XbIp-
rbictap» («Kblprbi3bi») U «XblprbiC Yaasbl» («3noxa
KbIPrbI3CKMX BOVH»). B TeKCcTax aTUX fiereHs, CoOXpaHuImch
0603Ha4YeHMs MECTHbIX NPUPOAHbIX 06 BEKTOB: «XbIPrbIC
apbirnapbi» (4peBHME OPOCUTENbHbIE KaHabl), «XbIPrbIC Tap-
narapbl» — (KbIprbI3cKue naHu). MamsaTHUKM MeTanayprum
B XaKacCKO-MWHYCVHCKOIM KOTN0BMHE Ha3bIBAKOTCA «XbIPrbIC
y3aHraH umprnep», T.e. KKUPrn3cKme MacTePCKNE», TeNleXHble
TPaKTbl — «XbIPrbIC YO/bl» — KbIPrbI3CKMe oporn v 1.4.1

Mo coobLLEHMIO XaKacCKNX MH(POPMATOPOB, KbIPrbi3bl He
€1 PbIBY M Ha3bIBa/IM €€ «CYT XyPTbl» — BOAAHON YepBb. Cyas
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The stages of formation of the Kyrgyz people and many
issues on its ethnogenesis and history of ethnos are
not yet elucidated and they are still disputable. Among
the reasons there is a lack of complex use of different
sources. One ofthem is waiting for its researchers for
a long time; it is the abundant oral heritage ofnot only
Kyrgyz, but also peoples, with whom they were linked
in ethnos and culture.

The ethnic composition of the Kyrgyz people is quite
complex and requires the profound study, although it
is possible even now to tell about the South Siberian
sources of the ethnic and cultural history of the Kyrgyz.
Thisarticle is just an analysis of legends existing among
peoples in Siberia nowadays about the Kyrgyz. Exactly in
thatarea, and also in Gorny Altai and some other places
of Central Asia in Antiquity and the Middle Ages the
Kyrgyz ethnos, which part in formation ofthe contem-
porary Kyrgyz people is doubtless, left its trace. There
is no doubt that we should examine this kind ofsource
critically, because all of them were created in different
time and different areas. In spite ofthis, it is possible to
find much common with the Kyrgyz folklore in the oral
creative work of peoples in Sayan-Altai at the thorough
and qualified study.

There is no need to cite all legends of the Khakass
about people of ‘Kyrgyz'. They were written down by

the first Khakass scholar, the outstanding specialist in
Turkic philology N.F. Katanov. Lately, V.Ya. Butanaev,

the ethnographer, who published many texts of the
Khakass legends, paid much attention to the legends
of that kind. Two of them are ‘Khyrgystar' (the Kyrgyz)
and ‘Khyrgys chaazy' (‘Epoch of the Kyrgyz wars'). The
texts of these legends keep names of local natural ob-
jects: khyrgys aryglary (ancient irrigational canals) and
khyrgys tarlargary (the Kyrgyz fields). The sites of met-
allurgy in Khakass-Minusinsk kettle are called khyrgys
uzangan chirler (the Kyrgyz workshops), khyrgys choly
(the Kyrgyz roads), etc.1

According to the Khakass informants the Kyrgyz did
not eat fish and called it sug khurty (water worm). Basing
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Mo HEKOTOPbIM NPeAaHKsiM, OHM 6Pe3roBav pbiBoii 1 MPOpbIY
[lKe 13-3a 3TOr0 KaHa/bl 41151 MUTLEBOW BOAbI. VI3BECTHO, UTO
1 COBPEMEHHbIE KbIprbi3bl eLle B XIX B. He enn pbiby. BeposiT-
HO, 3TO He cny4aliHoe coBnageHve. B LienomM aTHOKYNbTypHas
6/1M30CTb KbIPTbI30B 1 XaKacoB HAXOANUT NOATBEPXKAEHNE B 3T-
HOrpagmnUecKnX 1 IMHrBUCTUYECKMX MaTepranax.

JlereHabl 06 yxofe KbIprbi30B U3 MeCT MPOXXMBaHUSA
C NMosiBNEHNEM AePeEBbLEB 3aPUKCMPOBaHbI KakK Y XaKacos,
Tak Ny cocefHNX C HAMW LLOPLEB, OXHbIX anTanues, vy-
NbIMCKUX THOPKOB. [NpurBefeM nereHay o0 KbIprbl3CKMX CKO-
TOoBOZax, 06UTaBLUNX B A0/IMHE PEKN TOMb, OMUCAHHYO
y wopueB B. A. bByTaHaeBbIM: «B Te ganekume BpemMmeHa
LLlopusa npeactaBnsanacb cTenHblM Kpaem. Korga 3gech
CTalM PpacTu AepPeBbs, KbIPrbi3bl MPUHAAN NX 3 BblN1€3at0-
Lme 13 3eM/I1 pora, UCMyrajncb N NepekoYvesaivi 0TCOAa
[a/1eKO B FOXKHble CTenun. HesHauuTenbHasa 4acTb U3 HUX
yuina B Xakacuo, OHU-TO 1 CTav npegkKamm xakacos. [o
CUX MOP B BEPXOBbAX PEKU TOMW COXpaHUIacb MECTHOCTb
«XbIPrbIC KOAPE3U» — KbIPrbi3cKoe 6010T0, 0TKyAa 6yATOo
6bl MO HOYaM JOHOCUTCA PXKaHWe KbIPrbI3CKUX oLLaaeii»?.

Jo aToro, ewe B 1925-1932 rr., NpUMepHO TaKy'o Xe se-
reHay B MopHoii LLlopum 3anucana H. M. ObipeHkoBa. CornacHo
ee BapuaHTy, KbIprbi30B 06MaHyfa npaBuTe/IbHULA TaeXHbIX
xuteneli gesyuika Kbi3 KaH, KoTopas o6paTtuniacb K HAM CO
cnosamu: «W13 3emnmporapacTtyT, Bbl B APYTYHO 3eM/1H0 nepe-
KO4yWTe, MHaye, ecnu 34eck 6yaeTe XuTb, U3 (TOI) 3eMU Bbl-
pocLuve poraBac BCeX C BALLMM CKOTOM BMeCTe yHUYTOXaT!»
MpWHAIM Te cnosa 3a UCTUHY, KOrAa NOCMOTPENN: N3 3eMIN
pora BbIXoAaT. KbIprbi3bl, TO YBUAEB, NOAYMan, YTO 3TO, MO-
XanyW, npasfa. HekoTopble B ApYryto 3eM/IH0 NepeKkoYyeBasu,
HEKOTOpble fOMa CBOW NMW/I0K NOANUAKB, Aav cebst Npuaa-
BUTb. «Ky/a 6bl Mbl HX OTNPaBUINCL — BCE PABHO YMpPEM>», —
roBOpsi TaK, CBOMM COBCTBEHHbLIM OMaM Jann cebs 3a4aBnTb3,

JlereHpbl 0 KbIprbi3ax UMeKTCA Ny anTainues. Tak,
Mo OAHOM U3 HUX, KbIPrbi3bl 6bIIV APEBHUMUN XNTENAMUN
FO>xHOro Antas. B To Bpems 34eCb NPOCTUPAIUCH To/ble
ctenun. [ns opoLeHnsa CBOUX NalleH KbIPrbi3bl MPOopbIIn
vppuraumoHHble KaHasbl. Korga Ha AnTae ctasim pactu
[epeBbs, TO UM NMOMePELLUUINCE pora, BblnesaroLwme 13
3emnu. VcnyrasLunch, Kblprbi3bl 3a OAHY HO4Yb NepeKoye-
BaU/IM [A/IEKO Ha 10T, rie He pacTyT AepeBbsid.

PasnuyHble yCTHbIe paccKasbl 0 Hapoae «KbIPrbi3»
ObITYOT U Y TyBUHLIEB. PogonnieMeHHO cocTaB nx, Kak
ObI/10 OTMEYEHO BbILLE, BK/IKOYAET KPYMHble poabl KbIp-
rbI30B, MOHIYLLEN; TaKXKe YNOMUHAeTCa U psag opyrmnx
3THOHVMOB, UMEIOLLMX Napasifiesiv B KblPrbI3CKOM 3THO-
HUMUK. Hanpumep, B NOb3y 3THOFEeHETUYECKUX CBA3EN
KbIPrbI3CKUX U TYBUHCKUX MOHTYLLIE FOBOPUT U NereHaa,
3arnmMcaHHas HaMmy Ha TeppuTopumn TyBbl.
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on some legends they disdained fish and even dug a ca-
nal for drinking water. It is well-known that the Kyrgyz

did not eat fish in the 19th century. Obviously, it is not
a chance coincidence. Generally, the ethnical and cultural

propinquity of the Kyrgyz and the Khakass is proved by
the ethnographic and linguistic materials.

Legends about the Kyrgyz leaving their inhabitancy
after trees' growth take place among the Khakass, the
neighbouring Shors, South Altai people and the Chulym
Turks. V.Ya. Butanaev wrote down the Shor legend about

the Kyrgyz cattle-breeders inhabiting the Tom Valley: “At
those far-off days Shoria was the steppe land. When the
trees started growing, the Kyrgyz imagined them as horns
coming out ofground, got frightened and moved on the
southern steppes’. Their small part went to Khakassia and
they became ancestors ofthe Khakass. Till nowadays in
the upper reaches ofthe Tom River there is a place khyrgys
kodrezi (the Kyrgyz bog), where as if “the Kyrgyz horses
neigh could be heard”.2

Previously, already in 1925-1932 the same legend

in Gorny Shoria was written down by N.P. Dyrenkova.
According to her variant the ruler of taiga people Kyz
Kan deceived the Kyrgyz by saying: “Horns are grow-
ing from the earth, move on to other lands, otherwise,
ifyou stay here, then the horns growing from the earth
will destroy all ofyou together with your cattle!” They
accepted it as the truth and when they looked at the
ground they saw horns coming from it. As the Kyrgyz
saw it, they thought that, perhaps, itwas the truth. Some
ofthem moved on other lands, and others sawed their
houses, which pressed them down. Saying: “Wherever
we go — we will die all the same”, they let their own
houses press them down™.3

The Altai people have legends ofthe Kyrgyz as well.
E.g. one of them narrates about the Kygyz as ancient
inhabitants of South Altai. At that time there were bare
steppes in the area. The Kyrgyz constructed the irriga-
tion canals to water their ploughed fields. When trees
started growing in Altai, it seemed to them to be horns
coming from the ground. Being frightened the Kyrgyz
moved during one night far to the south, where trees
did not grow4,

Different oral stories about the Kyrgyz exist among
peoplein Tuva. Their kin tribal composition is included
big clans of Kyrgyz, Mongush and some other ethno-
nyms having parallels with the Kyrgyz ethnonyms. E.g.
the legend recorded by us in Tuva is evidence of the
ethnogenetic links of the Kyrgyz Mongush and the Tuva
Mongush.
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B cBeTe 3TOV nereHAbl NpeAcTaBnseT MHTEPEC TO, UTO
KbIPrbI3CKOe NIEMS MYHTYLLI BK/HOUa/I0 B CBOI COCTaB Takue
KPYTHbIE PoAbl, KakK capbliap 1 MaHreIT. Poj, «capbliap»,
MPON3HOCUMBIV KaK «capblrfiap», UMesca Ny TYBUHLEB.
HasBaHMe «MaHrbIT» 3aMaH41BO COMOCTaBUTb C «MbIHIaT»,
OTOX/ECTB/AEMbIM HALLMM UH(HOPMATOPOM 13 TYBbI C MOHTY-
wammn. CBefileHns 0 MOHIYLLIaX MerTCA 1 B arnoce «MaHac»,
r4e OHV nepeyvncrieHbl B O4HOM pSAAY C TaKUMU MieMeHamu,
KaK TeMuT, Kauabl 1 Ap., KOTOPble BXOAWU/IN B 3THUYECKYO
rpynny MYKUINK U CYNTAINCH Y KbIPrbI30B NPULLIIBIMUA.

TyBUHCKME CTapUKM [0 CUX MOP COXPaHWIN B NaMATH
nereHabl 0 Hapoge «KbIpPrbi3». OfHa U3 TakuX NereHs,
3anmncaHa Hamu B CyT-X0NbCKOM parioHe TyBbl. 1o fie-
reHge, aTOT HapoA Xnn B ropax CasiHbl, B 6acceliHe pekun
Ynyr-Xem n HactudHo B MoHronuu ee Ao YmHrucxaHa.

HekoTopble MOMEHTbI NIereHAbl — B YaCTHOCTU, BCTPe-
ya KbIprbi3aMy MOHI0/10B C NogapkKaMy — BCTPeYaroTCA
B MUCbMEHHbIX UICTOYHUKaX. TeM HE MeHee, He CTOUT Mnpe-
HebperaTb NOAOOHbIMY AaHHbIMU. Kak yTBep>XaaeT Hall
TYBUHCKUIM MHDOPMATOP, BCE 3TO OH C/ibILIas OT /1laMm.

HoBble npefaHuns 0 poge «KbIprbic» BCTpeyvatoTces B Ko-
6aiCKOM 1 ApyruxpanioHax AKyTun. BoT 0gHO u3 H1X: «Pog
KbIprbicTaax npnoblin3 Buntos. Mpo cebs noam aToro poaa
rOBOPW/IN, YTO OHU KbIPrbIC-AKYThl, poa Kbiprbigai. XXunm
B Ko6sie Ha rope Kbiprblgaii-Xaiiarta 1 nx 38a/v KbIprbiC-aKy-
ThI»5. CobupaTenb 3TUX NpeaaHuii, AKY TCKUIA UccnegoBaTesb
M. C. ViBaHOB, nuLLeT: «lpefaHve 3ToO MUHTEPECHO camo Mo
cebe, TaK Kak B HEM rOBOPUTCA 0 pofe «KbIPrbIC», MPOXU-
BaroLLlem B Kobsie. C apyroi CTOPOHbI, NpeAaHue Bbi3blBaeT
VHTEepec eLLe 1 MOTOMY, YTO B HEM COMOCTaBNSAOTCA STHOHU-
Mbl «KbIPFbIC» N «KbIprbldar», 0 YemM N1casl B CBOE BPeMS
H.A. ApucToB, yKasblBas Mpu 3TOM, YTO 3THOHUM «:KbIpPrbl-
[al» ecTb AKYTCKO-OypsATCKas (popma UMEHUN «:KbIPrbIC»5.

EcTb apxeonornyeckmne marepuasibl, CBULETENLCTBYIO-
wme 0 NpebbiBaHUM KbIprbi30B B MNpunbarikanbeb. Cpean
OYpPSAT ObITYET BblpaXKEHMNE «X3Prac CYYpb» NN «X3Prac
YYP>», UCTO/IKOBbIBAEMOE KaK «:KbIPrbI3CKOE MECTO» UK
«KbIPrbI3CKOEe rHe30». Tak Ha3blBalOTCA ApeBHUE Kyp-
raHbl, MPOVCXOXKAEeHNE KOTOPbIX HEKOTOPbIE HAPOAHbIE
npegaHna cBA3bIBalOT C AeATe/IbHOCTLIO Kbiprbic-xaHal.

Cocean TYHKMHCKUX BYPST TIOPKOA3bIYHbIA Hapos Toda-
napbl, NONaBLLUNIA B N3015LMI0 cpeay CasHCKNX rop, BEPOATHO,
TakXke VMeeT onpeeieHHOe OTHOLLEHME K EHUCECKNM KbIp-
roi3am. B HacTosLLee Bpems 3TOT Hapo B BocTouHbIx CasaHax
NPOXKMBAET B Tpex cenax—AnbIrgpkep, BepxHas N'yTapau Hep-
xa HKHeyaMHCKoro paioHa VIpkyTcKoi 06nactu Poccuu.
B Havane X111 B., cnacasicb OT MOHIO/IbCKUX BOMCK [Ky4mn-xaHa,
naems nepekoyesaso B rnybbL CasHckmx rop. C XVII B. go Ok-
TAGPbLCKOW PEBOMOLMUN «KOJTOHM3ATOPCKNIA THET LLapCKoiA
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In the light of this legend it is interesting that the
Kyrgyz tribe of Mongush includes such large kins as
Sarylar and Mangyt. There was a kin of Sarylar pro-
nounced as Saryglar in the Tuva people. Itis tempting
to compare the name of Mangyt with Myngat identi-
fied by our informant from Tuva with Mongush. Epos
‘Manas' also mentions Mongush enumerated in one
line with such tribes as Teyit, Kandy, etc., who were
a part of the ethnic group of Ichkilik regarded by the
Kyrgyz as strangers.

Tuva old folk still keep in mind legends about the
people of Kyrgyz. One of these legends has been writ-
ten down in Sut-Kholsk region of Tuva. The legend
tells that this people lived in Sayan Mountains, in the
Ulug-Khem River basin and partly in Mongolia before
Genghis Khan.

Some moments in the legends, in particular, the Kyr-
gyz meeting the Mongols with gifts take place in the writ-
ten sources. Nevertheless, one should not ignore such
data. The informant from Tuva asserts that lamas have
told him all this.

New legends about kin of Kyrgys take place in Kob-
yay and other regions of Yakutia. One of them is: “The
kin of Kyrgystaakh arrived from Vilyui. People of this
clan told about themselves that they were Kyrgys-Yakut
of Kyrgydai kin. They lived in Kobyai in Kyrgydai-
Khayata Mountain and their name was Kyrgys-Yakut”s.
The collector of these legends, Yakut researcher M.S.
lvanov wrote: “The legend is interesting itself, because
it tells about the kin of Kyrgys living in Kobyai. On
the other part, the legend draws attention, because it
compares ethnonyms of Kyrgys and Kyrgydai, about
which N.A. Aristov mentioned and pointed out that
the ethnonym of Kyrgydai was Yakut-Buryat form of
the name of Kyrgys™s.

Some archaeological materials are evidence of stay
of the Kyrgyz in Lake Baikal area6. The Buryat have an
expression ‘kherges suur® or ‘kherges uur’ interpreted as
‘the Kyrgyz place' or ‘the Kyrgyz nest'. It is the name for
ancient tumuli, which origin is related to activities of
Kyrgys Khan in some people's legends7.

Neighbours of the Tunkin Buryat, the Turkic
speaking people of Tofalar live in East Sayan Moun-
tains in three villages Alygdjer, Verkhnyaya Gutara and
Nerkha of Nijneudin region of Irkutsk Province. In
the early 13th century they escaped the Mongol army
of Zuchi Khan and moved deep into the Sayan Moun-
tains. From the 17th to 20th century “the colonization
of the tsarist administration led people to the verge of
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aAMVHUCTPaLUN NPUBEN 3TOT HAPOL, Ha rPaHb BbIMUPaHUA»S,
K cepeguHe 1994 r. Todhanapos, KOTOPbIX fI0 PEBOMOLMMN Ha3bI-
Ba/IM Kaparacamul, HaCUMTbIBA/IOCh TO/IbKO OKOJ10 OAHOW ThICAYN
yenosek (3amaH — Kbiprbi3cTaH, 1994, 2 nions). Ao MHEHUIO
P.A. LLIepxyHaeBa, B 1970T. 13 1368 4e10BeK TO/IbKO 498 6bin
To(hbl. BBMAY OTCYTCTBUSA MyTel COOOLLEHMA Ha tOro-3anase
MpkyTckoit 06nacTu Ha nnowaam 6onee 21 TbiC. KB. KM., KPO-
Me BO3[yLLUHOro TpaHcnopTa, Mbl No6bIBan B 1989 r. TONbKO
Wb B 04HOM cene — BepxHeit MN'yTape. Ho npu noceweHnmn
Tothanapos B 1989 r. cena BepxHas NyTapa Mbl He 06HapyXXnu
Y HMX YCTHbIX PacCcKa3oB O Kbiprbi3ax. [pegsapuTesnibHoe 3Ha-
KOMCTBO MOKa3bIBaeT, YTO Y HUX MHOI0 OOLLEero ¢ Hapogamm
CasHo-AnTas, 0COBEHHO C TYBUHLIAMU MXaKacamu.

NTakK, NoabITOXXNM BblLLECKA3aHHOE. Y CTHbIE NpefaHns
M NnereHabl O KbIprbi3ax MMEKTCA MOYTU Y BCEX HAPOL0B
FO>xHOW Cunbupu, BKNKOYasA AKYTOB, a TakXKe MOHI0/104-
3bI4YHbIX 6YpAT. C 0AHOM CTOPOHbI, laHHble (haKTbl FOBOPAT
0 TOM, YTO KOra-To MOSBUBLLMIACS KbIPTbI3CKMIA 3THOC OblN
CU/bHBIM. OTO NOATBEPXKAAETCA AMaNa30HOM ero 3THOKY/lb-
TYPHbIX KOHTaKTOB. KbIprbi3bl OCTaBUAN Cnef Ha 60/bLUIOA
TeppuTopun Cubupu, 4oNaa A0 BEPXOBbEB AMypa, UTO
B KaKOI-TO CTeneHn NOAKPeNIseTcs U TONOHUMUEN 3noca
«MaHac». MNpebblBa/I OHW B CEBEPO-3arnagHon MOHro-
nnn. B LUeNnoM KOMMOHEHT «KbIPrbi3» MPOCNEXMNBAETCA
B TOMOHMMMUW BCEX MEPEeUNCIEHHbIX PpermoHoB. C apyroi
CTOPOHbI, HA/INYME YCTHbIX NpejaHnii, a y HEKOTOPbIX Ha-
pofoB Cnéupu 1 STHOHUMOB C KOMINOHEHTOM «KbIPTbiI3»,
CBUAETENbCTBYET 06 3THOrEHETUYECKOW U KY/TbTYPHOW
O6LLHOCTM COBPEMEHHbIX KbIPrbl30B € Hapogamu Cnompu.
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extinction”8. In 1994 Tofalar named as Karagas by the
20th century were about thousand people in number
(Zaman, Kyrgyzstan, 1994). According to R.A. Sherk-
hunaev's opinion only 498 men were Tofaamong 1368
men in 1970 in South-West Irkutsk Province with
the area of more than 21.000 km2. Due to the lack of
roads we flew there in 1989. People isolated in Sayan
Mountains and related to the Yenisei Kyrgyz stayed
just in one village VVerkhnie Gutar. Visiting Tofalar
in 1989 at Verkhnyaya Gutara village we did not find
any oral stories about the Kyrgyz. The preliminary
acquaintance indicates that they have much common
with peoples of Sayan-Altai Mountains, especially,
with peoples of Tuva and Khakass.

Thus, summing up the aforesaid, the oral legends
about the Kyrgyz take place among almost all peoples
of South Siberia including the Yakuts and the Mongol-
speaking Buryats. On one part, the given facts are evi-
dence of the originated Kyrgyz ethnos as the strong
one. Itis also proved by diapason of its ethnic and
cultural contacts. The Kyrgyz left their mark on the
big territory of Siberia up to the Upper Amur River,
which is somehow proved by toponyms of Manas epos.
They stayed in North-West Mongolia. In general, the
component of kyrgyz is retraced in toponyms of all the
listed regions. On the other part, the oral legends and
ethnonyms with component of Kyrgyz are evidence of
ethnogenetic and cultural community of the contem-

porary Kyrgyz with peoples of Siberia.
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